IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

Please replace the Summary of Invention section on page 2, line 16 through 
page 9, line 9 with the following amended section: 

" According to one aspect of the present inv e ntion, an image reading 
appai - atus includ e s sel e ction m e ans for sel e cting and c o mi c cting one of a plui ' ality o f image 
forming apparatuses, first determination means for detemiining wh e th e r or not input o f 
management informati o n relating t o a us e r is to b e r e qu e sted of th e user based in infonnation 
r e c e ived from th e select e d image fomiing appai - atus, input m e ans for inputting the 
managem e nt information and transmitting the input managem e nt information to t h e s e lected 
image fomiing appai - atus by th e us e r in accordance with a determination of the first 
det e miination m e ans, second d e termination m e ans f o r d e temiining infomiation relating t o 
permissi o n/pr o hibition o f image reading transmitted from the selected imag e forming 
appai ' atus in accordanc e with t he input and transmitted managem e nt information, and image 
r e ading m e ans for reading an image of an o riginal bas e d o n a d e t e miination o f the second 
d e t e miina t ion m e ans, and for transmit t ing an image signal representing the read image t o the 
s e l e cted imag e forming appai ' atus. 

According to an o ther aspect o f th e pr e sent inv e ntion, an image fomiing 

appai - atus includes requ e st means for transmitting a r e quest for input of management 
informati o n rela t ing to a user of an image r e ading appai - atus to th e imag e r e ading appai - atus 
wh e n the imag e forming appai - atus is s e lected by the image reading appai - atus, detemiination 
m e ans for d e t e rmining permission/prohibition of imag e r e ading based on the management 
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infomiation transmitted from the image r eading apparatus in accordance with the re qu e st for 
input and for t r ansmitting infomiation relating to the p e miission/prohibition to the image 
reading appai ' atus, and imag e processing m e ans for receiving and processing an imag e signal 
transmitt e d from the image reading apparatus in accordance with the information r e lating to 
the permission/p r ohibition. 

Acc o rding to still an o th e r asp e c t of th e present invention, an image r e ading 

m e thod includes a s e l e c t i o n procedui ' e for selec t ing and comiecting one of a plui ' ality o f imag e 
fonning appai ' atus e s, a firs t d e t e miina t ion procedui ' e for de t ermining wh e th e r or no t input of 
management infomiation r e la t ing t o a user is t o b e re quest e d of t h e user bas e d o n inf o rma t i o n 
r e ceived from t he sel e cted imag e f o miing appai - atus, an input procedure for inputting the 
manag e m e nt Informa t ion and t ransmi t ting t h e inpu t managem e n t information t o the selec t ed 
image forming appai - atus by t he user in acc o rdanc e with the d et ermination of th e first 
d e t e miination means, a second d e temiination proc c dm - e for de t emiining infomiati o n r e lating 
to pemiission/prohibiti o n o f imag e r e ading of an image of an original t ransmi tt ed fi - oni t h e 
s e lected imag e forming appai ' atus in accordanc e with the inpu t and t ransmitted management 
informati o n, and an imag e r e ading proc e dui -e f o r reading th e image of th e original based on a 
det e miina t ion in the s e cond det e miinati o n pr o c e dure, and for t ransmi tt ing an image signal 
.r e presenting th e read image t o t h e sel e cted image forming apparatus. 

According to ye t another aspec t of the pr e s e nt invention, an imag e fomiing 

m e th o d includes a r e ques t procedure for t ransmitting a requ e st for inpu t of management 
inf o mia t i o n relating to a user of an imag e reading appai - a t us t o the image reading appai - atus 
when an image forming appai ' a t us is sel e ct e d by th e imag e reading appai ' atus, a d e t e rminati o n 
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procedu r e for dctcmiining pcmii&sioii/prohibition of image reading based o n tlit inaiiagcmcnt 
information transmitted from the image reading appai - atus in accordance with the icqucst for 
input, and for transmitting information relating to the permission^^prohibition to the image 
r e ading apparatus, and an image processing p r ocedu r e for receiving and p ro cessing an image 
signal t r ansmitted from the image reading appai ' atus in accordance with the infomiation 
relating t o the pemiission/prohibiti o n. 

According t o yet a further aspect of the pr e s e nt invention, an image 

conmiunication sys t em includes an image reading appai ' atus including selection means fo r 
selecting and comiecting one o f a plui ' ali t y of image forming appai ' atuses, fust determina t ion 
m e ans for determining whe t her or not input of management infomiation relating to a user is to 
b e reques t ed to the us e r in acc o rdance wi t h a request for input r e c e ived fr o m the selected 
image fomung appai - atus, inpu t means for inputting the managem e nt informa t ion and 
liansinitting the input liiaiiagemenl iufuiiuation to the selected image forming apparatus by the 
us e r in accordance with th e determination of the first d e t e rminati o n means, second 
det e rmination means for d e temiining information relating to peunissiun/piuliibition of image 
reading o f an image o f an original transmitt e d from the selected image fomiing appai - atus in 
accordanc e with t he inpu t and transmitted niaiiagement infomiation, and image reading means 
for reading the imag e of th e original based on a de t ermination of the second de t erminati o n 
m e ans, and for transmit t ing an image signal r e presenting the read imag e t o the selected image 
f o niiing appai ' a t us, and an imag e forming appai ' atus including request means for t ransmi t ting a 
request f o i input of the managem e nt information when the image forming appara t us is 
s e lect e d by th e image reading appai - atus, third detemiination m e ans for determining 
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pcniiission/prohibitiou of imag e r e ading based on the management infomiation transmitted 
from th e image reading appa r atus in accordanec with the request for input and fo r t r ansmitting 
infomiation relating to the pemiission/prohibition to the image re ading apparatus, image 
p r oc e ssing means for re ceiving and p r oc e ssing an image signal transmitted from the image 
reading appai - atus in accordance with the infomiation r e lating to the permission/prohibition, 
and conmiunica t i o n means for p c rfomiing communication of informa t ion between the image 
r e ading apparatus and th e image forming appai ' atus. 

According t o still another asp e ct of t he present invention, a conmiunica t ion 

m et hod includes th e st e p o f e x e cuting, in an imag e r e ading appai ' atus, a selecti o n proc e dur e 
for sel e c t ing and comi c cting one o f a plui - ality of imag e fomiing appai ' atus e s, a first 
d e termination procedur e for det e miining wheth e r or not input of management inf o mia t ion 
r e lating t o a user is t o be r e qu e st e d to the us e r in acc o rdanc e wi t h a- request for input r e ceived 
fl ' oni the sel e cted imag e fomiing appai ' atus, an input pr o cedure for inputting the managemen t 
information and transmit t ing t he inpu t manag e m e nt informa t i o n t o th e select e d imag e foiiiiing 
appai ' a t us by the user in acc o rdance with a d e t e rminati o n in the firs t det e rmination procedure, 
a s e cond d e termination procedur e for det e rmining infomiation r e lating t o 
p e niiission/prohibi t ion o f imag e r e ading of an image of an original t ransmi t ted from t he 
select e d imag e fomiing appai ' a t us in acc o rdance with the input and t ransmitt e d management 
information, and an image r e ading proc e dure f o r reading the image of th e original based o n a 
d e t e rmination in the s e cond det e rmina t ion procedure, and for t r ansmi tt ing an image signal 
r e pres e nting the r e ad image to th e s e lect e d imag e fomiing apparatus, and ex e cu t ing in the 
select e d image forming appai ' a t us, a request pr o cedure f o r t ransmi t ting a r e ques t f o r input o f 
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the management infonnation iclating to the image r e ading apparatus, a third dctemiination 
procedure for detcmiining permission/prohibition of image reading bas e d on th e management 
infomiation transmitted from th e image reading apparatus in accordance with the re quest fo r 
input, and fo r transmitting the infomiation relating to the pemiission/prohibition to the image 
reading apparatus, and an imag e processing proc e dur e for r e ceiving and p r ocessing an image 
signal tr ansmitted from the image r e ading appai ' atus in accordance wi t h the infomiati o n 
rela t ing t o th e p e miissi o n/prohibition. 

According to still another asp e ct of the present invention, a computer 

r e adabl e ni e m o iy stor e s a program for implemen t ing s e lecti o n pr o cessing f o r s e lec t ing and 
comi c cting on e of a plurali t y o f imag e forming appai - atuses, first d c t e miination proc e ssing f o r 
d e t e rmining whether or no t input of management inf o miation relating to a us e r is t o be 
r e quested t o th e us e r based on infomiation received from a selected image forming appai ' atus, 
input proc e ssing for inputting th e manag e men t infomiati o n and transmi t ting the input 
manag e m e nt inf o miation to th e s e l e ct e d image fomiing appa r atus in accordance with a 
determinati o n in the first dc te miina t ion proc e ssing, second determination processing for 
d e t c miining infomiati o n relating to p e miission/prohibition o f image reading of an image o f an 
original t r ansmitted fr o m t he select e d image forming appai ' atus in acc o rdanc e with the input 
and t ransmit te d managem e nt information, and imag e r e ading proc e ssing for r e ading the image 
of the or iginal bas e d on a determinati o n in the second d e t e rmina t ion processing, and fo r 
transmitting an imag e signal representing the r e ad imag e to t he s e lec t ed image foniiing 
appai ' atus. 

Acc o rding t o still ano t her asp e ct of the p r esen t inv e ntion, a computer 
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readabl e m e mo r y sto r es a p r ogram for implem e nting r e quest processing for transmitting a 
r equest for input of management infemiation r e lating to a us e r of an image r eading apparatus 
to the imag e reading a p paratus wh e n an image fomiing apparatus is selected by the image 
r e ading apparatus, dct e miination processing for dctcmiining pennission/prohibition of image 
reading bas e d on the management inf o miation transmitted fiT>m the image r eading ap p aratus 
in acc o rdance with t h e requ e st for input, and for t ransmit t ing inf o rma t ion rela t ing t o t h e 
p e miissi o n/pr o hibiti o n t o t h e image r e ading appai - atus, and imag e proc e ssing f o r r e c e iving and 
processing an imag e signal t ransmitted fr o m th e image reading appai ' atus in acc o rdance wi t h 
t h e infomia t i o n rela t ing to the p e nnission/prohibi t ion. 

Acco r ding to still an ot h e r asp e c t of th e pres e nt inv e n t i o n, a compu t e r 

readabl e m e moiy st o r e s a pr o gram f o r impl e m e nting s e lecti o n p r oc e ssing f o r selec t ing and 
conn e cting on e of a plurality o f imag e f o miing appai ' atuses, firs t d c t e miina t i o n pr o cessing f o r 
d ct cmiining wh e ther o r not inpu t of manag e m e n t infomiati o n r ela t ing t o a user is to b e 
request e d to the us e r in accordanc e wi t h a r e qu e st for inpu t r e ceiv e d fi ' oni th e sel e cted image 
forming apparatus, input p r oc e ssing for input t ing th e managem e nt information and 
t ransmitting the input contr o l infomia t i o n t o t he s e lect e d image f o rming appa r atus in 
accordanc e with a determina t ion in t h e first d e termination pr o c e ssing, sec o nd det e rmina t i o n 
processing for d e t e miining informa t i o n r e la t ing to p e miissi o n/proliibition of image reading o f 
an imag e of an original t ransmi tt ed fi 'o ni t h e selec te d imag e fomiing appara t us in accordance 
with the input and t ransmi t ted manag e m e n t inf o miati o n, and image reading processing f o r 
r e ading the imag e of t he o riginal bas e d o n a de te rmina t ion in th e s e cond d cte miina t i o n 
pr o c e ssing, and f o r t ransmit t ing an imag e signal repr e s e nting the read imag e - t o the selec t ed 
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imag e f o iming appai - atus, requ e st processing for transmitting a xcqucst for input of the 
management infomiation to the image reading appa r atus when the image forming app aratus is 
s e lect e d by the image reading appai - atus, third detemiination processing f or detcmiining 
permission/prohibition of image reading based on the management infomiation transmitted 
from the image reading appa r atus in accordance with the r equest for input, and fo r 
transmi t ting the information rela t ing to t he permissi o n/prohibition to: the image reading 
appai ' a t us, and image processing f o r receiving and processing an image signal transmitted 
fr o m th e imag e reading appai - atus in acc o rdance with th e information rela t ing t o the 
pennission/prohibi t i o n. 

' According to still anoth e r aspect of the pr e s e nt invention, an authen t ica t i o n 

syst e m includ e s a first t erminal appai - atus capabl e of ex e cuting a plui - ality of func t i o ns, and a 
s e cond terminal apparatus for assigning and r e qu e sting e x e cution o f one of th e plurality of 
functions, Diffucnt authentication functions ai ' e se t for eath of the pluiality of respective 
functi o ns of the first t e miinal appara t us. 

According to one aspect of the invention, an image reading apparatus, 
connected to a plurality of image forming apparatuses via a network, includes: (1) 
generation means for generating an image signal on the basis of reading the image: (2) 
selection means for selecting one from the plurality of image forming apparatuses for receipt 
of the generated image signal: (3) input instruction reception means for receiving an input 
instruction of user management information from the selected image formi ng apparatus: (4) 
determination means for determining whether or not the input of the user management 
information is necessarv. in accordance with the received input instruction: (5) input control 
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means for controlling the input of the user management information so as to be inputted in 
accordance with the result of the determination by the determination means: (6) output means 
for outputting the inputted user management information to the selected image forming 
apparatus: (7) reception means for receiving, from the selected image forming apparatus, 
availability information for using the selected image forming apparatus based on the output of 
the user management information: and (8) transmission control means for controlling 
transmission such that the generated image signal is transmitted to the selected image forming 
apparatus, in accordance with the availability information. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an image reading 
method for controlling an image reading apparatus, connected to a plurality of image forming 
apparatuses via a network, includes the steps of: (1) generating an image signal on the basis 
of reading the image: (2) selecting one from the pluraUtv of image forming apparatuses for 
receipt of the generated image signal: (3) receiving an input instruction of user management 
information from the selected image forming apparatus: (4) determining whether or not the 
input of the user management information is necessary, in accordance with the received input 
instruction: (5) controlling the input of the user management information so as to be inputted 
in accordance with the result of the determination in the determining step: (6) outputting the 
inputted user management information to the selected image forming apparatus: (7) receiving 
from the selected image forming apparatus, availability information for using the selected 
image forming apparatus based on the output of the user management information: and (8) 
controlling transmission such that the generated image signal is transmitted to the selected 
image forming apparatus, in accordance with the availability information. 
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According to still another aspect of the present invention, a computer 
readable memory storing a program executing an image reading method for controlling an 
image reading apparatus, connected to a plurality of image forming apparatuses via a network, 
the program including: (1) code for generating an image signal on the basis of reading the 
image: (2) code for selecting one from the plurality of image forming apparatuses for receipt 
of the generated image signal: (3) code for receiving an input instruction of user management 
information from the selected image forming apparatus: (4) code for determining whether or 
not the input of the user management information is necessary, in accordance with the 
received input instruction: (5) code for controlling the input of the user management 
information so as to be inputted in accordance with the result of the determination by the 
determination code: (6) code for outputting the inputted user management information to the 
selected image forming apparatus: (7) code for receiving from the selected image apparatus, 
availability information for using the selected image forming apparatus based on the output of 
the user management information: and (S) code for controlling transmission such that the 
generated image signal is transmitted to the selected image forming apparatus, in accordance 
with the availability information. 

The foregoing and other objects, advantages and features of the present 
invention will become more apparent from the following description of the preferred 
embodiments taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings.— 
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